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A Historic Year for Public Safety 
in the Town of Greece
As we reflect on crime trends in the Town of Greece, 2025 stands out as 
a truly historic year for public safety in our community.

Based on nearly five decades of available crime data, 2025 recorded 
the lowest total of Part I (Index) crimes since 1978. That milestone 
is significant not because it represents a single data point, but because 
it provides important perspective following several years of fluctuation, 
most notably a temporary regional spike in motor vehicle theft that 
affected many communities, including ours.

Looking back over the last four years helps tell the full story.

In 2022, crime levels in Greece remained historically low, with serious 
violent crime near its lowest levels in years. Property crime increased 
modestly, driven largely by larceny. 

In 2023, the Town experienced an unprecedented surge in motor 
vehicle thefts as part of a broader regional and national trend. That 
spike was disruptive, widely felt, and historically unusual, more than 

doubling any annual total recorded in the prior 45 years. 

In 2024, stolen vehicle incidents and overall property crime began to decline as targeted enforcement, regional 
coordination, and public awareness efforts took hold.

By 2025, those efforts translated into measurable results. Total crime declined sharply, motor vehicle  
theft returned to long-term historical norms, and serious violent crime remained rare. Notably, there were  
no homicides reported in the Town of Greece in 2025, and violent crime overall remained low and stable.

Equally important, crime reductions in 2025 were accompanied by strong enforcement and accountability. 
Arrest and clearance rates for robbery, burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft reached their highest levels 
in recent years, even as reported incidents declined. That combination is not typical, and it reflects sustained 
investigative follow-up, coordination across units, and a continued emphasis on holding offenders accountable.

It is important to acknowledge that crime trends do not move in straight lines. Over nearly 50 years, the data 
shows periods of increase and decrease influenced by many factors. What makes 2025 notable is not just that it 
represents a historic low, but that it follows a period of volatility and demonstrates stability returning.

These outcomes are not accidental. They are the result of the professionalism, dedication, and teamwork of the 
men and women of the Greece Police Department, sworn officers and civilian staff alike, working toward shared 
goals and a common mission.

Public safety is not defined by a single year. It is built over time through consistency, transparency, 
accountability, and strong partnerships with the community we serve. As we move forward, we remain 
committed to maintaining that foundation and continuing the progress reflected in this historic year.

Chief Michael R. Wood 

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Greece Police Department 

is to safeguard life, property, and the community, 
maintain peace and public order through  

constitutional policing, enforce laws,  
prevent crime and educate the public.
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