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307.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Purpose - To establish procedures and provide guidelines for the operation of police vehicles
during emergency responses and pursuit driving, ensuring the safety of the public, officers and
property while balancing the need to apprehend suspects.

307.1.1 DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Emergency Operation: The operation or parking of an authorized emergency vehicle, as defined
by Section 101 of the NYS V&T Law, when such vehicle is engaged in transporting a sick and/
or injured person, transporting prisoners, pursuing an actual or suspected violator of the law or
responding to, or working or assisting at the scene of an accident, disaster, police call, alarm of
fire, actual or potential release of hazardous materials or other emergency. Emergency operations
will not include returning from such service (V&T 8114-b).

Emergency Response: When a member responds to a call for a possible life-threatening situation
or in-progress crime where there is an articulable need for an expedited response.

Exigent Circumstances: Circumstances in the context of police pursuits refer to urgent situations
where immediate action is necessary to prevent certain outcomes, such as imminent danger to
human life or serious bodily injury, the escape of a dangerous suspect, or the destruction of
evidence related to a serious crime. These situations justify the initiation or continuation of a
pursuit without a warrant or under conditions that might otherwise be restricted by department
policy. This particularly applies in cases where a violent felony, such as armed robbery, homicide,
or aggravated assault has been committed or is ongoing. Additionally, exigent circumstances
arise when a suspect poses an immediate and serious threat to public safety or when there is no
reasonable alternative to apprehending the suspect other than pursuit.

Terminate: To immediately stop or cease the pursuit or emergency response by turning off
emergency equipment and returning to non-emergency driving operation by all personnel involved
in the pursuit.

Tire deflation device: A device designed to puncture the tires of the pursued vehicle.

Trail: Following the path of the pursuit at a safe speed while obeying all traffic laws and without
activating emergency equipment. If the pursuit is at a slow rate of speed, the trailing vehicle will
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maintain sufficient distance from the pursuit vehicles to clearly indicate an absence of participation
in the pursuit.

Vehicle pursuit: The attempted apprehension by a police officer operating an emergency-
equipped police vehicle of occupant(s) of another motor vehicle whose operator fails to comply
with a lawful directive to stop.

Graham v. Connor, 490 US 386 (1989): In Graham v. Connor, the US Supreme court stated that
determining whether force is reasonable requires a careful balancing of the nature of the intrusion
on the suspect's liberty against the countervailing governmental interest at stake. In short, what
did the officer do (or what was the nature of the intrusion on the suspect's liberty) and why did
the officer do it (or what was the governmental interest at stake)? The Graham factors act like a
checklist of possible justifications for using force. They are not a complete list, and all the factors
may not apply in every case. The Graham factors are:

1.  The severity of the crime at issue

2. Whether the suspect poses an immediate threat

3. Whether the suspect is actively resisting

4.  Whether the suspect is trying to evade arrest by flight

NYS Vehicle and Traffic Law (VTL) 81104(e): States that drivers of authorized emergency
vehicles, even when exercising their privileges under §1104(e), still have a duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all people. Furthermore, these drivers are not protected from liability for their
"reckless disregard for the safety of others". This means they can still be held liable for accidents
caused by their actions, even if they were engaged in an emergency operation. In essence,
81104(e) establishes a higher standard of care for emergency vehicle drivers, emphasizing that
their actions must be reasonable and not recklessly disregard the safety of others, even when
engaged in an emergency operation.

Ramming: The deliberate use of a police vehicle to strike a fleeing suspect's vehicle in order
to stop or disable it. This tactic is typically considered a last resort and is only authorized under
specific circumstances where the suspect poses an imminent threat to public safety or officers.

Roadblock: A deliberate obstruction placed on a roadway to stop or slow a fleeing suspect's
vehicle. This tactic may involve police vehicles, barriers, or other objects strategically positioned
to prevent escape while minimizing risk to officers and the public. Roadblocks are typically used
in high-risk situations where other pursuit methods have failed or when the suspect poses an
imminent danger.

307.2 POLICY

This policy recognizes that vehicle pursuits constitute a use of force subject to the objective
reasonableness standards of the Fourth Amendment, as established in Graham v. Connor
(1989). The Greece Police Department is committed to prioritizing public safety and the safety
of its officers, constantly re-evaluating the necessity and risks associated with each pursuit. By
adhering to these guidelines, applying risk management techniques, and maintaining checks
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and balances, we aim to uphold the highest standards of professional conduct, accountability,
and community trust. The NYS V&T Law exempts authorized emergency vehicles involved in
emergency operations from some restrictions, but this exemption does not relieve officers from
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and property (NYS V&T 1104(e)),
nor does it protect officers from the consequences of reckless disregard for safety.

A.  Members will prioritize public safety while considering the urgency of the situation
requiring an emergency response or pursuit. This involves balancing driving with due
regard for the safety of all individuals and property, while taking all reasonable actions
necessary to address the emergency or pursuit effectively.

B. Members will not continue a pursuit or an emergency response if not in accordance
with this order. Members must constantly evaluate the risks involved in continuing a
pursuit or emergency response.

C. Initiation of a pursuit based solely on a traffic infraction or violation is prohibited unless
an exigent circumstance exists.

D. A pursuit shall not be continued if the risks associated with the pursuit outweigh the
possible benefits, as determined by reviewing the following factors:

. Reasonableness per Graham v. Connor (1989)

. Traffic density and/or pedestrian volume

. Weather and road conditions

. Speed involved

. Time of day

. Type of area (business vs. residential)

. Type of road

. Type and condition of the police vehicle

. Availability of additional police vehicles to assist at the scene or intercept the
pursued vehicle

. Knowledge of the offender's identity and the opportunity to apprehend them later
without creating an unreasonable danger to the public

. Danger caused by the operation of the vehicle being pursued

. Condition of the officer (experience, situational awareness, familiarity with the
area)

. Type of vehicle being pursued (e.g., motorcycle, high-occupancy vehicles,
tanker trucks)

E. Marked police vehicles engaged in an emergency response or pursuit, day or night,
will utilize authorized emergency lights and siren. Unmarked vehicles equipped with
authorized emergency lights and siren may engage in a pursuit only until a marked
vehicle takes over.
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Unmarked vehicles not equipped with authorized emergency lights and siren will
not undertake emergency responses or pursuits but may respond to incidents in
accordance with all traffic laws.

Only sworn personnel trained in Emergency Vehicle Operation are authorized to
operate vehicles in emergency mode or engage in pursuits. Non-sworn employees
and those transporting non-departmental persons (e.g., prisoners, witnesses) shall
not participate in pursuits. Sworn officers may initiate a pursuit only under exigent
circumstances, based on a reasonable assessment of the situation and in accordance
with department policy, with public safety as the primary concern. Civilian riders
are generally prohibited from being present during vehicle pursuits unless exigent
circumstances exist and the individual has signed the Greece Police Department Ride-
Along Request Form and Release of Liability.

Motorcycles may engage in pursuits only under exigent circumstances where
immediate apprehension is necessary to prevent imminent danger to public safety.
Motorcycles will withdraw once a marked patrol vehicle can assume the pursuit and
will not engage in pursuits during inclement weather.

307.3 WHEN TO TERMINATE A PURSUIT

(@)

(b)

(€)
(d)
(e)

When continuing poses reckless disregard for the safety of officer or public, as
determined by any unit involved.

When the offender can be identified and arrested later without unreasonable danger
to public.

When ordered by any Greece Police Department supervisor.
When the pursued vehicle's location is unknown.

When radio contact is lost between the pursuing officer and dispatcher.

307.4 OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES
Vehicle pursuits should only be conducted using authorized police department emergency
vehicles that are equipped with emergency lighting and sirens.

Officers should drive carefully and with due regard, prioritizing the safety of people and property.
However, during a pursuit, if there's no objectively unreasonable risk to people or property (Vehicle
& Traffic Law §1104), officers may:

(@)
(b)

(€)
(d)

Stop, stand or park in violation of the rules of the road.

Go past a steady red signal, a flashing red signal or a stop sign, but only after slowing
down as may be necessary for safe operation.

Exceed speed limits if it doesn't endanger life or property.

Disregard regulations for movement or turning in specified directions.

307.5 PURSUIT VEHICLES
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307.5.1 PRIMARY PURSUIT VEHICLE RESPONSIBILITIES

An officer who initiates a vehicle pursuit shall be designated as the primary pursuit vehicle and
will retain this role unless they are unable to remain close to the pursued vehicle. The primary
officer's responsibility is to apprehend the suspect(s) while minimizing risk to themselves and
others, recognizing that initiating a pursuit constitutes a use of force that could rise to a potentially
lethal level. Officers must take ownership of this action and ensure it aligns with departmental
policies and safety considerations.

Upon initiating a pursuit, the primary officer must immediately notify the dispatcher, stating they
have a pursuit and providing the following details as soon as practicable:

(@) Assigned radio call number

(b) Reason / justification for pursuit

(c) Location, direction of travel, and estimated speed of the suspect vehicle

(d) Description of the suspect vehicle, including license plate if known

(e) Number and description of occupants

(  Presence of firearms, threats, violence, injuries, hostages, or other hazards
() Road, weather, and pedestrian traffic conditions

(h)  Operation of the pursued vehicle (e.g., reckless, slow)

()  Need for additional resources or equipment

()  Any other law enforcement agencies involved.

The primary officer must continuously monitor and update these conditions via radio broadcasts
to ensure all personnel remain informed and able to adapt accordingly. Until a supervisor,
secondary officer, or air support becomes involved, the primary officer will maintain responsibility
for communicating pursuit progress. Once another unit actively joins, the primary officer should,
if feasible, transfer radio transmission duties to the secondary unit while focusing on safe pursuit
tactics.

307.5.2 SECONDARY PURSUIT VEHICLE RESPONSIBILITIES
The second officer in the pursuit becomes the secondary pursuit vehicle and is responsible for:

(@) Immediately broadcasting that he or she is involved in the pursuit, so the dispatcher
and all other units are aware. Assume responsibility for further radio communications
on pursuit developments.

(b) Keeping a safe distance behind the primary pursuit vehicle If the primary pursuit
vehicle cannot remain in the pursuit, the secondary pursuit vehicle will take over the
role of the primary pursuit vehicle.

(c) Providing radio transmissions regarding the pursuit's progress, sharing important
details as necessary.

(d) Recognizing if more resources or equipment are needed.

(e) Serving as backup to the primary pursuing officer after the suspect is stopped.
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307.6 SUPERVISORY CONTROL AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Supervisory and management control will be exercised over all vehicle pursuits involving officers
from this department. The designated (monitoring) supervisor has overall command and is
responsible for the coordination, control, and termination of a vehicle pursuit. However, if the
Platoon Commander is on duty, they will assume overall incident command (IC) authority, while
the designated (monitoring) supervisor continues to track and assess the pursuit.

Responsibilities include:
(@) Immediately broadcasting via police radio they are monitoring the pursuit, and;

(b) Assume Incident Command and coordinate resources, maintaining oversight until
termination or relief by a higher authority.

(c) Proactively ascertaining pertinent information from involved officers and the
dispatcher, and;

(d) Assessing information and risk factors associated with the pursuit, and;
(e) Engaging in the pursuit when appropriate, and;

1. A supervisor not directly involved in the pursuit should monitor the pursuit
regardless of rank. If that is not possible, the supervisor directly involved should
consider withdrawing from direct involvement and assume the monitoring role.

(H  Ensuring compliance with policy and procedure, and;

(g) Ordering pursuit termination considering the guidelines set forth in this policy, and;
(h) Requesting additional resources as appropriate.

(i)  Ensure the Deputy Chief of Operations is informed at the earliest practical moment.

()  Ensure initiating officer completes a pursuit report and all relevant documentation.

307.6.1 PLATOON/UNIT COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITIES

The Platoon/Unit Commander is responsible for ensuring all pursuit-related reports are complete
and accurate, before forwarding them to the Deputy Chief of their assigned bureau within five days.
The Deputy Chief or their representative shall review the package and forward it to the Internal
Standards and Compliance Bureau if satisfied. Any issues or concerns should be discussed
between the reviewing Deputy Chief and the approving Platoon/Unit Commander before sending
it to the Internal Standards and Compliance Bureau.

307.7 PURSUIT TACTICS
Deciding on specific driving tactics involves the same assessment of factors considered when
starting or continuing a pursuit. The following tactics should be followed by officers in a pursuit:

(@) Officers, while taking into account their driving skills and vehicle capabilities, should
maintain enough space from other involved vehicles to see and avoid hazards or react
safely to the fleeing vehicle's maneuvers.

(b) Due to increased risks at intersections:
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1.  Available officers not directly in the pursuit should, if safely possible, head to
controlled intersections ahead to warn cross traffic.

2. Pursuing officers should be careful, slowing down as needed when going
through controlled intersections.

(c) Generally, officers should not chase a vehicle going the wrong way against oncoming
traffic. If it happens:

1. Seek help from air support, if available.
2. Keep visual contact by staying on the correct side of the road.
3.  Ask other officers to watch the exits the suspect might take.
(d) If the pursuit enters another jurisdiction, notify the appropriate jurisdiction.

(e) Officers in a pursuit should not try to pass other pursuing vehicles unless the
situation suggests otherwise or they're asked to by the pursuing officer, with a clear
understanding among involved officers.

307.7.1 PURSUIT TRAILING

In the event that initial pursuing officers relinquish control of the pursuit to another agency, the
initial officers may, with the permission of a supervisor, trail the pursuit to the termination point in
order to provide information and assistance for the arrest of the suspect and reporting the incident.

307.7.2 AIR SUPPORT ASSISTANCE

When possible and practical given the situation, officers and supervisors should request air
support to assist in monitoring the pursuit. Once air support establishes visual contact with
the pursued vehicle, they should take the lead in communicating updates during the pursuit.
However, the primary and backup ground pursuit vehicles, along with the involved supervisor, will
retain operational control and must assess whether maintaining close proximity or taking a more
supportive role is appropriate given air support's involvement.

Officers and supervisors may also request air support to provide updates on pursuit progress,
traffic conditions, and potential road hazards to help determine whether the pursuit should
continue. If ground officers lose visual contact with the pursued vehicle and air support identifies
significant risks, they may advise on whether termination of the pursuit is warranted. While air
support enhances situational awareness, the ultimate decision to continue or end a pursuit remains
with ground officers and supervisors, based on departmental policy and safety considerations.

307.7.3 OFFICERS NOT INVOLVED IN THE PURSUIT

Officers not directly involved in the pursuit should remain in their assigned areas. They may use
emergency equipment at intersections along the pursuit route to manage traffic and pedestrians,
ensuring their vehicles are positioned safely to prevent collisions or ramming attempts. Uninvolved
responders heading to the pursuit termination point shall exercise caution.
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307.8 PURSUIT INTERVENTION

Before employing any intervention tactic, in an attempt to stop the suspect's ability to continue to
flee, officers and supervisors must carefully assess the potential risks to themselves, the public,
and those in or on the pursued vehicle. Applying an intervention tactic or device, may constitute
a use of force, including potentially deadly force, and must be objectively reasonable and in
accordance with the Use of Force policy. The tactics of ramming and roadblocks are considered
deadly physical force and should only be considered in emergency situations where the use of
deadly physical force is justified.

Deployment of tire deflation devices (e.g., road spikes) by assisting units is permitted when
an uninvolved member can get ahead of the pursuit and deploy the device from a position of
adequate cover—such as behind jersey barriers, guardrails, or trees. Parked police vehicles are
not considered sufficient cover.

Guidelines for deployment of tire deflation devices:

1.  Tire deflation devices will not be used to terminate the pursuit of a motorcycle or All-
terrain vehicle (ATV).

2. Personnel using the tire deflation device will return the device to the proper storage/
deployment ready condition, following training directives.

3.  The tire deflation device will be inspected by the Lieutenants during the monthly
inspection.

4, Repairs to the device and the ordering of replacement parts will be coordinated through
the Fleet Coordinator/Manager.

307.8.1 WHEN USE IS AUTHORIZED

Whenever practicable, an officer shall seek approval from a supervisor before employing any
intervention device or tactic to stop the pursuit. Officers/supervisors shall weigh the risk of
continued pursuit against the risk for all involved and the general public arising from the use of a
tactic. Intervention techniques shall only be utilized by officers properly trained and comfortable
with implementing it. The use of intervention techniques not listed in this policy are not authorized.

307.8.2 USE OF FIREARMS

Officers shall not discharge firearms during an ongoing pursuit unless the circumstances satisfy
the legal standards for the use of deadly force under Article 35 of the New York State Penal Law.
The use of force must be objectively reasonable based on the totality of the circumstances, as
established in . Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prevent an officer from using a firearm
when necessary to stop a suspect from employing a vehicle as a deadly weapon.

307.9 ECD 911 CENTER

If the pursuit is confined within the Town limits, radio communications will be conducted on
the Greece Police Department's primary channel unless a supervisor or dispatcher instructs
otherwise.
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307.9.1 ECD RESPONSIBILITIES
Upon notification or becoming aware that a pursuit has been initiated, the dispatcher is responsible
for:

(@) Clearing the radio channel of non-emergency traffic.

(b) Coordinating pursuit communications of the involved officers.

(c) Broadcasting pursuit updates and other pertinent information as necessary.

(d) Ensuring that a field supervisor is notified of the pursuit.

(e) Notifying and coordinating with other involved or affected agencies as practicable.
(H  Notifying the Platoon/Unit Commander as soon as practicable.

(g) Assigning an incident number and logging all pursuit activities.

(h)  Notifying surrounding agencies if the pursuit may enter their jurisdiction.

(i) Initiate registration and criminal record searches as soon as possible, broadcasting
when time permits.

307.10 LOSS OF PURSUED VEHICLE

When the pursued vehicle is lost, the involved officers should broadcast pertinent information
to assist other officers in locating the vehicle. The primary pursuing officer or supervisor will be
responsible for coordinating any further search for either the pursued vehicle or suspects fleeing
on foot.

307.11 INTER JURISDICTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

Officers shall not relinquish control of a pursuit if the pursuit originated in the Town of Greece.
However, if the pursuit enters a jurisdiction where other law enforcement officers are more familiar
with the territory, that agency should lead communications, calling out directions and critical
updates to enhance situational awareness and safety. Despite this, Greece Police Department
officers will remain engaged and will not relinquish involvement unless circumstances dictate
otherwise.

At the conclusion of a pursuit initiated by this department, officer roles and responsibilities shall
align with the needs of the assisting agency.

307.11.1 PURSUITS EXTENDING INTO THIS JURISDICTION

The agency that initiates a pursuit shall be responsible for conducting the pursuit. Officers from
this department should not join a pursuit unless specifically requested by the pursuing agency or
with approval from a supervisor. The exception is when a single vehicle from the initiating agency
is in pursuit. Under these circumstances, an officer from this department may, with supervisor
approval, immediately join the pursuit until sufficient vehicles from the initiating agency join the
pursuit or until additional information is provided allowing withdrawal from the pursuit.

When a request is made for this department to assist or take over a pursuit that has entered the
jurisdiction of the Greece Police Department, the supervisor should consider:
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(@) The public's safety within this jurisdiction.
(b) The safety of the pursuing officers.
(c) Whether the circumstances are consistent with the pursuit policy.

1. If pursuit circumstances are not consistent with the pursuit policy, a supervisor
may approve of officers assisting with traffic control.

(d)  Whether there is adequate staffing to continue the pursuit.

As soon as practicable, a supervisor or the Platoon/Unit Commander should review a request
for assistance from another agency. After considering the above factors, the Platoon / Unit
Commander or supervisor may decline to assist in or assume the other agency's pursuit.

Assistance to a pursuing agency by officers of this department will conclude at the Town limits,
provided that the pursuing agency has sufficient assistance from other resources. Ongoing
participation from this department may continue only until sufficient assistance is present.

If the termination point of a pursuit from another agency is within this jurisdiction, officers should
provide appropriate assistance including, but not limited to, scene control, coordination and
completion of supplemental reports and any other assistance requested or needed.

307.12 CAPTURE OF SUSPECTS
Officers shall use only the amount of force that is objectively reasonable when necessary, given
the facts and circumstances perceived by the officer at the time of the event to accomplish a
legitimate law enforcement purpose.

Unless relieved by a supervisor, the primary pursuing officer should coordinate efforts to
apprehend the suspect following the pursuit. Officers should consider the safety of the public
and the involved officers when formulating plans for setting up perimeters or for containing and
capturing the suspect.

307.13 POST PURSUIT REPORTING

(@) Theinitiating officer will complete a standard incident report and vehicle pursuit report
in blueteam documenting vehicle and officer involvement. All officers involved will
submit addendum reports detailing actions taken.

(b)  Any officer deploying a tire deflation device will complete an online Deployment Report
via www.stopstick.com.

(c) The coordinating supervisor will:

. Review all reports.
. Attach the dispatcher's job card, and related statements to the BlueTeam entry.
. For the Initiating Officer's BlueTeam entry, include the Genetec link to audio

recordings, plus any digital media and supporting documents.

. Submit a memorandum for any non-conforming pursuit, explaining deviations
and recommending corrective actions.
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(d) The Platoon/Unit Commander will review all pursuits, hold debriefings, and forward
the pursuit package to the Deputy Chief of Operations within five business days. The
Deputy Chief of Operations shall review the package for accuracy, completeness, and
compliance with policy and forward to the Internal Standards and Compliance Bureau
Deputy Chief.

(e) The Deputy Chief of Operations will brief the Chief of Police, regarding non-conforming
pursuits, review packages for completeness, and chair quarterly Pursuit Review
Committee meetings to assess policy compliance and suggest changes.

Non-Pursuit Reporting

(@) Officers shall document incidents where vehicles are not pursued after failing to stop
on a Standard Incident Report, including date, time, location, circumstances, vehicle
description, and follow-up details.

(b)  All reports will be forwarded through the chain of command to the Deputy Chief of
Operations for analysis and further action as necessary.

307.14 REGULAR AND PERIODIC PURSUIT TRAINING

In addition to initial and supplementary training on pursuits, all officers will participate in periodic
training addressing this policy and the importance of vehicle safety and protecting the public.
Training will include review of the pursuit policy and weighing the need for immediate capture
against the risks to officers and others presented by pursuits.
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