MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE

CRIME

Overall reported crime was up from 2022, largely due to a significant
300% increase in stolen vehicles year-to-year. However, violent crime
settled at its lowest point in 11 years. Given that we were all exposed
in one way or another to the stolen auto issue last year (not just in
Greece), I'd like to share some historical context to demonstrate the
magnitude of the problem and its impact on the crime rate over the
past year.

The 571 stolen vehicles reported in Town during 2023 more than
doubled the highest total recorded since 1978, as discerned from
accessible crime data for the last 45 years. Remarkably, a staggering
23% of the reported Part I crime during 2023 was for stolen autos. To
put this into perspective, the second-highest total during this period
(266 in 1996) accounted for approximately 8.5% of reported Part I crime,
Chief Michael R. Wood while the 45-year average is less than 6%! Your police department

was very active in addressing this issue throughout 2023, successfully
recovering stolen vehicles and apprehending offenders from around the area. While the trend has slowed, all
law enforcement continues to monitor this troubling situation. Also, as mentioned in prior editions of this
newsletter, the police department remains committed to preventing and enforcing retail theft, and we are proud
of our 53% arrest rate during 2023 for all reported thefts, well surpassing the national average. At the same
time, reported thefts were down 9.5% year over year.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Greece Special Police Unit offers a unique experience to support the Greece Police Department and the Town
of Greece community. This is a great opportunity if you want to pursue a future in law enforcement, have a prior
interest, or want to give back to your community.

The unit consists of volunteers who have peace officer designation pursuant to New York State Law. The unit’s
responsibilities include enforcing state laws and town code, but it does not act as a first responder to 911 calls.
The Special Police support and augment the Greece Police Department with traffic control, parking enforcement,
crowd control for special events and emergencies, patrols of parks and school properties, and specialized patrols
utilizing bicycles, ATVs, and snowmobiles.

Generally, work assignments are pre-scheduled and fit well with other work and family commitments and

responsibilities. Emergency callouts may happen on occasions

when immediate assistance is needed (typically a major accident

or weather-related emergencies). Each special police officer 'A:ISSION ShTAT'EM'EI:rT

is encouraged to contribute twelve (12) hours per month, on i s ‘,)f the Greece Po ice
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average, and monthly unit meetings are held for training and .
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team-building exercises. All training, uniforms and mandatory maintain peace and public order

equipment are provided. through constitutional policing,

If you are interested in becoming a Greece Special Police Officer, enforce laws, prevent cr.ime and
please explore the website www.greecespecialpolice.com for educate the public.
more information.





