In this edition of Talk of the Town Newsletter, Id like to discuss
cannabis. As you all likely know, the State of New York has both
decriminalized and legalized cannabis over the past couple of
years. In fact, the former marijuana statutes in the Penal Law have
all been repealed and replaced with an entirely new section
entitled Cannabis.

My intent here is not to question the judgment of our elected
officials, or to speak of the potential ills of this drug that is much
different than many years ago. That's all water under the bridge now
and you can find countless other outlets to explore this topic further
if you are so inclined. Like it or not, our society is moving forward

| with different rules and expectations. In the Town of Greece, with

- almost 100,000 residents, I'm certain that opinions vary widely
on the topic.
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Chief Michael R. Wood So why have I chosen this issue to write about? As your Chief

of Police, I am responsible for ensuring the fair and equitable

enforcement of state and local laws by this department while

fulfilling our primary mission to preserve life and property. On December 16, 2021, the Greece Town Board

voted to opt-out of allowing retail cannabis dispensaries and consumption sites. In early 2022, the Town
started to receive numerous reports about widespread illegal sales at smoke shops and convenience stores. In
addition, the police department has responded to armed robberies and burglaries at establishments allegedly
involved with illegal sales of cannabis and related products.

Over the last several months, I have written multiple letters to business owners educating and warning
them that retail sales were unlawful in Town, and further that the police department would investigate
allegations of illegal activity. Consequently, we have been conducting compliance checks and criminal
investigations into these establishments where appropriate. Numerous businesses have been raided,
illegal drugs, cash, and paraphernalia seized, and business owners arrested for both felony and
misdemeanor crimes.

Yes, cannabis is legal in many respects now, but not for retail sale and consumption in Greece. Experience
in this profession has proven time and time again that businesses engaging in illicit activity, with large
amounts of cash on hand, are targets for the serious criminal element. Personally, I have been involved in
countless criminal investigations of violent crimes over the years resulting from black market activities,
including homicides, shootings, robberies, and more.

The police department’s approach when faced

with this new and unique environment has Greece Police Mission Statement
been a noble one, and consistent with the We will strive to be highly motivated,
mission of the police department, and we will highly trained, and highly competent.
unapologetically continue to enforce state and Superior ethics, morals, and

town laws. Thank you very much for the conduct will be our standard.

We will provide the citizens of the Town of Greece
the quality of service they deserve and expect.
Our professionalism will be our hallmark.

ongoing support of your police department,
and please feel free to contact me about this
or other matters involving the police at
(585) 581-4034 or mwood(@greeceny.gov.





