
Policy

507
Greece Police Department

Policies

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2024/06/07, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by Greece Police Department

Traffic Procedures - 1

Traffic Procedures
507.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This procedure provides guidance to members in the use of department-approved traffic
management methods.

507.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this procedure include:

High-risk traffic stop - A traffic stop that is conducted under circumstances in which the officer
is or becomes aware that any occupant poses a serious safety risk (e.g., the vehicle may contain
an occupant who is known to be armed and dangerous).

Unknown-risk traffic stop - A traffic stop that is conducted under circumstances in which the
officer is not previously aware of a threat to the officer's safety posed by the vehicle's occupants
(e.g., the vehicle is stopped for a traffic violation only).

507.2   TRAFFIC STOPS

507.2.1   UNKNOWN-RISK TRAFFIC STOPS
While every unknown-risk traffic stop is based on a unique set of circumstances which must be
taken into account and may warrant reasonable deviation from the list below, general guidelines
for conducting an unknown-risk traffic stop include:

(a) The officer should consider existing conditions, including but not limited to road
design and conditions, weather, lighting, and current traffic flow, to establish a safe
environment for the traffic stop.

(b) The officer should use the patrol vehicle's emergency lighting and other equipment, if
necessary, to initiate the stop. Upon stopping, the patrol vehicle should be positioned
in a way that affords protection to the officer and to the violator's vehicle during the
stop.

(c) Generally, the violator should be directed to pull to the far-right side of the roadway to
stop. However, the officer should be prepared to deal with other situations.

(d) Upon initiating a traffic stop, the officer should notify the dispatcher of the location
of the stop and the vehicle's registration state and number. The officer should not
approach the violator's vehicle until the dispatcher has acknowledged the message.

(e) The officer should approach with caution and take a position that allows effective
communication with the driver, a view of any other occupant, and an avenue of tactical
retreat if necessary.

(f) Upon contacting the violator, the officer should remain courteous and professional,
providing the violator with verbal identification and the reason for the stop. The officer
should request the motorist's documentation.

(g) The officer should provide the violator with information on how to respond to the
chosen enforcement action, if applicable.
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(h) The officer should end the contact once appropriate law enforcement action has
been taken and there is no articulable reasonable suspicion that the occupants have
committed, are committing, or are about to commit a further crime or offense.

(i) The officer should assist the violator in pulling safely back into traffic.

507.2.2   HIGH-RISK TRAFFIC STOPS
While every high-risk traffic stop is based on a unique set of circumstances that must be taken
into account and may warrant reasonable deviation from the list below, general guidelines for
conducting a high-risk traffic stop include:

(a) When planning a high-risk traffic stop, the officer shall notify the dispatcher and
describe the nature or reason for the stop. The officer shall provide the dispatcher with
relevant information (e.g., vehicle description, registration number and state, number
of occupants, location and direction of travel) and request adequate assistance to
conduct the stop.

(b) An officer should not individually initiate a high-risk traffic stop unless backup officers
are not available in an appropriate amount of time or the urgency of the situation
demands immediate action.

(c) After selecting an appropriate location for the stop and with adequate backup officers
in position, the officer should signal the suspect to stop.

(d) Officers should position their vehicles at a distance behind the suspect vehicle that
provides opportunities for cover. In low-light situations, positioning should allow for
illumination of the suspect vehicle's interior.

(e) The officer initiating the stop, or the officer with the best view, should issue verbal
commands through the vehicle's public address system, if available. Only one officer
should issue commands to the suspect vehicle's occupants.

(f) Once the suspect vehicle has stopped, officers should exit their vehicles quickly and
assume positions of cover.

(g) Commands should be announced to the suspect vehicle operator to:

1. Lower the window.

2. Remove ignition keys with the vehicle operator's left hand.

3. Drop the keys on the ground.

4. Open the door from the outside.

5. Step out of the vehicle.

6. Turn completely around.

7. Face away from the officers.

8. Walk backward until commanded to stop and lie face down on the ground with
hands stretched far to the sides.
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(h) Using contact and cover, officers should handcuff, search, and secure the suspect.
Other occupants should be similarly and separately commanded until all are
handcuffed, searched, and secured.

(i) With appropriate cover, officers should approach and inspect the suspect vehicle for
additional occupants and/or threats before declaring the scene secure.

507.3   TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL

507.3.1   MANUAL TRAFFIC DIRECTION
High-visibility vest should be worn in accordance with the Traffic Policy.

Department members assigned or authorized to control traffic should use the following uniform
hand gestures to perform manual traffic direction:

(a) Stopping traffic: The member should extend the arm and index finger toward and look
directly at the driver to be stopped until that driver is or appears to be aware of the
member's gesture. The member should then raise the pointing hand at the wrist so
that the palm is toward the person to be stopped, and hold the palm in this position
until the person stops. To stop traffic from both directions, the member should repeat
the procedure for traffic coming from the other direction and continue to maintain the
raised arm and palm toward the previously stopped traffic.

(b) Starting traffic: The member should stand with the member's shoulder and side toward
the traffic to be started, extend the arm and index finger toward, and look directly at
the driver to be started until that driver is or appears to be aware of the member's
gesture. The member should then swing the pointing arm, with palm up, from the elbow
through a vertical semicircle until the hand is adjacent to the chin. If necessary, the
member should repeat until traffic begins to move. To start traffic from both directions,
the member should repeat the procedure for traffic coming from the other direction.

(c) Right or left turn: The member's extended arm, index finger, and gaze should first
be directed toward the driver. The member should then swing the extended arm and
index finger in the direction of the driver's intended turn.

(d) Use of flashlight: A flashlight may be used to stop traffic. To stop traffic, the member
should slowly swing the beam of light across the path of oncoming traffic. The
beam should strike the pavement as an elongated spot of light. After the driver has
stopped, the member should use hand gestures with the vehicle headlights to provide
illumination.

The member should stop all traffic and address the dangerous condition with all traffic stopped.

507.3.2   ACCIDENT SCENES
Members should refer to the Traffic Accidents Policy for additional guidance.

Additional guidelines should include as appropriate:

(a) If a traffic accident results in traffic congestion, a member may request additional
assistance, if available, to help with traffic control. Incidents occurring during heavy
traffic periods on major streets resulting from a traffic accident and/or adverse road and
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weather conditions may also require the use or operation of temporary traffic control
devices (e.g., barriers, cones, flares, traffic signals).

1. Members should use uniform hand gestures for manual traffic direction to assist
in the efficient and safe movement of vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

2. Members should coordinate traffic direction with other members at the scene,
if appropriate.

(b) Traffic may be stopped, rerouted, or restricted as necessary to ensure the safety of
members, victims, and uninvolved motorists.

507.3.3   CRITICAL INCIDENT SCENES

(a) Members providing traffic direction and control at critical incident scenes (e.g., fires,
utility emergencies) should prevent unauthorized vehicles and pedestrians from
entering the area and provide a safe arrival route for emergency vehicles.

(b) The Department should coordinate its efforts with other emergency service agencies
at fires, utility emergencies, or other scenes to provide crowd control and adequate
safety measures for vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

(c) Members should use temporary traffic control devices as necessary and should
manually direct and control the flow of all traffic in accordance with this policy.

(d) Members should contact a supervisor if additional assistance is needed at a location
for any reason.

507.3.4   HAZARDOUS ROAD CONDITIONS
Hazardous road conditions due to weather, road damage, or other emergencies should be
addressed as soon as practicable.

(a) A member who locates or is assigned to investigate a hazardous road condition should
use temporary traffic control devices if necessary to identify the hazard to the public,
isolate it, and limit the public's ability to come into contact with or access the area.

(b) A member who locates or is assigned to investigate a hazardous condition should
assess the condition and request through ECD 911 Center that notifications be made
to appropriate authorities responsible for correcting the hazard. The dispatcher should
document the condition and all notifications that are made.

(c) If a member needs assistance with isolating a hazard, the member may request
additional members to the location.

(d) If there are any questions regarding the proper isolation of a roadway hazard,
members should contact their supervisor.

1. Members should only use road flares when there is no risk of fire or explosion.
Road flares should not be left unattended while burning. Any remnants left after
a flare has been exhausted and allowed time to cool should be collected and
disposed of properly.

(e) A member should only clear from the location under one of the following
circumstances:
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1. The hazardous condition has been corrected.

2. The member is relieved by an appropriate authority who will conduct the repair,
and traffic direction and control services are no longer needed.

3. The member is properly relieved by another member.

4. When authorized by a supervisor.

507.3.5   MANUAL OPERATION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
On occasion, members may have to manually operate traffic lights or set traffic lights to flash.
Only authorized members should manually operate traffic control devices with the approval of a
supervisor and for the following purposes:

(a) To correct a traffic light malfunction

(b) To facilitate movement at traffic accidents or other emergencies

(c) To provide passage for a motorcade or funeral procession

(d) To alleviate congestion, particularly during planned special events

507.3.6   TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
Temporary traffic control devices (e.g., cones, signs, barricades) should be deployed using the
procedures set forth in the most recent edition of the National Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD).

507.4   ESCORTS
Law enforcement escorts require the advanced approval of the Operations Deputy Chief. Unless
approved by the Platoon/Unit Commander, officers shall not conduct emergency escorts.


